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    PHRASAL VERBS: INTRODUCCIÓN.


    

Los “Phrasal verbs” son, habitualmente, combinaciones de dos palabras en la forma de verbo + adverbio o verbo + preposición. Su dominio marca, quizá más que ningún otro aspecto del lenguaje, el nivel del hablante de inglés no nativo. Los “Phrasal Verbs” son usados constantemente en el lenguaje escrito y aún más en el hablado, y confieren al que los utiliza debidamente un gran aire de naturalidad en la comunicación. 


    Desgraciadamente, los “Phrasal Verbs” no son fáciles. En algunos casos no son intuitivos y además, los hay literalmente a miles. Sin embargo, la buena noticia es que con muchos de ellos no nos vamos a topar nunca, y con otros muchos, raramente. 


    La lista de “Phrasal Verbs” que aquí sigue, en cambio, forma parte del día a día del uso del inglés y su dominio es imprescindible si queremos sentirnos seguros en este idioma. Debemos pensar en cada uno de ellos como si fuera una palabra más de nuestro vocabulario. Cada “Phrasal Verb” se debe recordar como un verbo por sí solo, con su propio significado y a menudo, ¡con más de uno!


    Te invitamos a descubrir los “Phrasal Verbs” más importantes de la lengua inglesa, y con ellos, la magia de la lógica que en algunos casos los guía, lo absurdo de otros, y sobre todo, la impresionante riqueza que esta singularidad del idioma de Shakespeare confiere a las posibilidades de comunicación entre las personas.


  




  

    LISTA DE PHRASAL VERBS:

A-D




    Agree


    El verbo “to agree” significa “estar de acuerdo”. Es muy importante no caer en un error habitual del hispanohablante cuando, para mostrar su acuerdo, dice “I am agree with you”. En inglés correcto es “I agree with you”.


    1. agree on — llegar a un acuerdo sobre (algo) 


    “Can we agree on the menu at least?” (“¿Podemos ponernos de acuerdo sobre qué vamos a comer, al menos?”)




    “Democrats never agree on anything, that’s why they’re Democrats. If they agreed with each other, they would be Republicans.” - Will Rogers


    



    Ask


    “To ask”, preguntar, se convierte en “pedir” si se le añade la preposición “for” al final. 


    2. ask for — pedir (solicitar algo) 


    “Did she ask for your permission?” (“¿Te pidió permiso?”)


    



    “It is often easier to ask for forgiveness than to ask for permission.” - Grace Hopper


    



    Be


    “To be” como phrasal verb puede adquirir distintos significados. Estos son los principales:


    3. be around


    be around — estar por aquí. “I´ll be around”, “Estaré por acá”. En sentido figurado, “estar en la brecha”, “permanecer en activo”. 


    



    “I never said I wanted to be around for a long time. I always said I wanted to be here for a good time.” - Kid Rock


    



    4. be away — estar fuera “I´ll be away for two weeks”.


    



    “I think it’s healthy for couples to be away from each other for short periods.” - Liv Tyler


    



    5. be back — volver. “When are you going to be back?”


    



    “I’ll be back.” - Arnold Schwarzenegger


    



    6. be over — (generalmente en futuro o condicional) acabarse (un acontecimiento) “Nothing is over until we decide it is”.


    



    “Tomorrow it’ll all be over, then I’ll have to go back to selling pens again.” - Johnny Depp


    



    Catch


    7. catch up — ponerse al mismo nivel o ponerse al día. 


    Por ejemplo, en este chiste aparecido en Pulp Fiction:


    



    “There was a momma tomato, a papa tomato and a baby tomato. They were walking in the park, and baby tomato started falling behind. So papa tomato walked to baby tomato and bam!!! Ketchup!!!” (CATCH UP!!!)





    Come


    “To come” también adquiere una gran variedad de significados dependiendo de la partícula que le siga. Algunos de los más importantes son:


    8. come in — 1 entrar y 2 llegar (transporte público). “The bus came in five minutes before schedule”.


    



    “Beware thoughts that come in the night. They aren’t turned properly; they come in askew, free of sense and restriction, deriving from the most remote of sources.” - William Trogdon


    



    9. come on — (imperativo) ¡Venga!. “Come on! You can do it!” 


    



    “A girl phoned me the other day and said... ‘Come on over, there’s nobody home.’ I went over. Nobody was home.” - Rodney Dangerfield


    



    10. come out — salir o publicarse. “As soon as the book came out it became a best seller”. 


    



    “Comedy tends to come out of things which are quite painful and serious.” - Helen Fielding


    



    Find


    El verbo “to find” significa encontrar, pero si le agregamos “out” se convierte en descubrir.


    11. find out —descubrir. “I finally found out the truth”.


    



     


    “Only those who will risk going too far can possibly find out how far one can go.” - T. S. Eliot
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    Get


    Pocos verbos son tan polivalentes como el verbo “to get”. De hecho, su sentido cambia absolutamente dependiendo de la proposición que le sigue.


    12. get ahead


    get ahead of —ponerse por delante 


    “If we release our new product we will geta head of our competitors”.


    



    “Our business in life is not to get ahead of others, but to get ahead of ourselves.” - E. Joseph Cossman


    



    13. get along —1 llevarse (bien) 2 ir tirando 3 avanzar, progresar. “The two flat mates didn´t get along, so one decided to leave the house”.


    



    “The most important single ingredient in the formula of success is knowing how to get along with people.” - Theodore Roosevelt


    



    14. get into — más allá del sentido literal, se utiliza mucho en un sentido figurado, significando interesarse mucho por algo o implicarse en una actividad.


    “When I started teaching English to my mom, she really got into it”.


    



    “I’ve tried plenty of telephones. I tried to get into the Samsung Galaxy and the Blackberry, but the iPhone is just too easy to use. The camera takes clear pictures and the phone itself looks great. Like all Apple products, it kind of just makes sense.” – Avicii


    



    15. get out of — de nuevo, además del sentido literal, se utiliza mucho como escaparse de una situación. “I´ve got to get out of this mess” (“Debo salir de este embrollo”)


    



    “Do not take life too seriously. You will never get out of it alive.” - Elbert Hubbard


    



    16. get over — recuperarse de un hecho traumático. “It took him years to get over the loss of his wife”.


    



    “Humor is a social lubricant that helps us get over some of the bad spots.” - Steve Allen


    



    Give


    17. give away — regalar y, en sentido figurado, traicionar. “When he told the teacher I had copied my exams he gave me away”. 


    



    “Men give away nothing so liberally as their advice.” - Francois de La Rochefoucauld


    



    Go


    18. go ahead — ir adelante, comenzar, proceder sin esperar o en imperativo “¡Adelante!” Muy utilizado para ceder el paso ya sea físicamente o en sentido figurado. 


    



    “It’s all right to hesitate if you then go ahead.” - Bertolt Brecht


    



    19. go around — pasar por allí o rodear. En sentido no tan literal, “ir por la vida”, como en la canción “Billie Jean”, de Michael Jackson. “Don´t go around breaking young girls hearts”.


    



    “Don’t go around saying the world owes you a living. The world owes you nothing. It was here first.” - Mark Twain


    



    20. go away — irse


    Típicamente: “Go away!” (¡Vete!)


    



    “Ignoring facts does not make them go away.” - Fran Tarkenton


    



    21. go back — volver


    “I would like to visit so many things before I go back to my country…”


    



    “A mind that is stretched by a new experience can never go back to its old dimensions.” - Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.


    



    22. go for — 1 entusiasmarse por 2 venderse por 3 ir a buscar 4 escoger


    “Go for it!” sería una expresión muy típica de ánimo. Otra acepción interesante es la cuarta, escoger. “I´ll go for the calamari” (Tomaré calamares). 


    



    “Don’t be afraid to give up the good to go for the great.” - John D. Rockefeller


    



    23. go through —Pasar por una situación o acontecimiento desagradable o traumático. También examinar o revisar documentos.


    “To start with this meeting, let me go briefly through this document”. Para empezar la reunión, revisemos brevemente este documento.


    



    “Don’t go through life, grow through life.” - Eric Butterworth


    



    Hurry


    24. hurry up — darse prisa. Muy habitual en imperativo: “Hurry up!” 


    



    “When someone screams at me to hurry up, I slow down.” - Mario Lemieux
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    Leave


    25. leave alone — dejar (a alguien) en paz. 


    “Leave me alone, I don´t want to talk to you”. 


    



    “Life could be wonderful if people would leave you alone.” - Charlie Chaplin


    



    26. leave behind — dejar atrás, abandonar, tanto en sentido literal como metafórico. 


    “Don´t leave any of your personal belongings behind”.


    



    “All changes, even the most longed for, have their melancholy; for what we leave behind us is a part of ourselves; we must die to one life before we can enter another.” - Anatole France


    



    Look


    27. look around — mirar alrededor 


    “I´ll look around to see if there are any restaurants near here”.


    



    “Life literally abounds in comedy if you just look around you.” - Mel Brooks


    



    28. look for — buscar


    “I´ve been looking for a job for more than three months now”.


    



    “A man should look for what is, and not for what he thinks should be.” - Albert Einstein


    



    Shut


    29. shut down — pararse (un ordenador) o cerrar permanentmente (una empresa) 


    “The company shut down unexpectedly, leaving 150 workers unemployed”.


    



    “Sometimes you have to stop thinking. Sometimes you shut down completely. I think that’s true in any creative field.” - Maya Lin


    



    30. shut up — cerrar (a alguien, algo) en un lugar seguro o hacer callar (cerrar la boca). 


    Como en la canción de Sin with Sebastian, “Shut up and sleep with me”.


    



    “If you shut up truth, and bury it underground, it will but grow.” - Emile Zola


    



    Speak


    Típicamente, speak vendrá seguido de preposiciones como about, of o for. (speak about — hablar de, speak of — hablar de, speak for — hablar en nombre de). Más interesante es, sin embargo, cuando viene seguido de otras preposiciones que modifican su significado más literal.


    31. speak for


    Como por ejemplo, en el episodio de “Cosmos” donde Carl Sagan se pregunta “¿Quién habla en nombre de la tierra?” (“Who speaks for planet Earth?”)


    



    “Speak for yourself and from yourself, or be silent.” - George Henry Lewes


    



    Stand


    32. stand for


    stand for — 1 representar, significar 2 tolerar


    “What does “futility” stand for?” (¿Qué significa “futility”?) 


    



    “Those who stand for nothing fall for anything.” - Alexander Hamilton


    



    33. stand by — 1 quedarse mirando 2 estar atento prep. defendear, ser fiel a algo o alguien 


    “Whenever there´s an accident in the city, a lot of people will stand by and watch”


    



    “Stand by your man. Give him two arms to cling to and something warm to come to.” - Tammy Wynette


    



    34. stand up — 1 ponerse de pie 2 dejar plantado (a alguien) 


    “Stand up while we listen to the national anthem”. (“Levantáos mientras escuchamos el himno nacional”).


    



    “Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen.” - Winston Churchill


    



    Stay


    35. stay away — no acercarse a, mantenerse lejos 


    stay away from — mantenerses lejos, apartarse


    “I always tell my children to stay away from bad companies”. (“Siempre les digo a mis hijos que huyan de las malas compañías”).


    



    “Stay away from restaurants that have menus in five languages. That’s always a tourist trap. You want to eat where the locals eat.” - Curtis Stone


    



    36. stay up — velar (quedarse despierto)


    “I stood up all night, studying for this exam”. 


    



    “Never go to bed mad. Stay up and fight.” - Phyllis Diller


    Step


    37. step aside — 1 apartarse (dando un paso al costado) 2 dejar un cargo (para que otro lo pueda asumir) 


    “Many people would like the King to step aside and let his son be the new King.”


    



    “The writer of prose can only step aside when the poet passes.” - W. Somerset Maugham


    



    38. step down — 1 bajar dando un paso o pasos 2 dimitir 


    “After the awful losses, the CEO had no choice but to step down and leave the company”.


    



    “I think there’s few cases in history where the C.E.O. steps down and is also the founder and reports to someone and that works.” - Evan Williams


    



    39. step on — pisar


    “Step on the brake, we´re going to crash!”


    



    “Every morning I jump out of bed and step on a landmine. The landmine is me. After the explosion, I spend the rest of the day putting the pieces together.” - Ray Bradbury


    



    Take


    40. take back — 1 volver (alguien, algo) hacia allá 2 retractarse de 


    “I will never talk to him again unless he takes back what he said”.


    



    “You can’t take back an act you were able to think.” - Friedrich Durrenmatt


    



    41. take off — 1 despegar 2 (coloq.) irse 3 subir disparadamente 4 sacar 5 sacarse (una pieza de ropa, joyas, etc.) 6 descontar 7 perder peso 8 coger un día de fiesta 


    “It takes only 1 hour from take off to landing”.


    



    “A dress makes no sense unless it inspires men to take it off of you.” - Francoise Sagan


    



    42. take over — 1 tomar el control 2 llevar hacia allá 3 apropiarse (sobre todo de una empresa) 


    “Although he had hired him, Jobs was fired from Apple by Scully, when the latter became CEO of the company”. (“Aunque fue contratado por él, Jobs fue despedido de Apple por Scully cuando éste se convirtió en director de la compañía”).


    



    “Digital reading will completely take over. It’s lightweight and it’s fantastic for sharing. Over time it will take over.” - Bill Gates


    




    (P) & © 2013, EDICIONES NEXUM. Todos los derechos reservados.
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